Control Panel

The Control panel houses many frequently used controls conveniently under one roof, and changes
contextually depending on what tool and kind of object are selected. Two of the many variations are
shown below. For example, you can use this panel to apply fill and stroke colors; change an object’s brush
stroke definition or opacity; apply basic type attributes, such as the font family and point size; align and
distribute multiple objects; and embed or edit linked images.

When no objects are selected, you can use this panel to choose default fill, stroke, brush, style, and opacity
settings for the current document and quickly access the Document Setup or Preferences dialog by click-
ing the button with that name.

Opena Open
Stroke Op ;;g;:: map;:;ary Variable temporary Recolor
Fill color  color P width Brush  Transparency Object Graphic Artwork

square square Stroke weight profile Deﬁriition paret opacity ngres dialog

L | /
foow | MEJE sk Blin 7] [— oo [-] [ [] opstne [0 [Jswie [ []| © | i

These options are available on the Control
panel when a whole path, group, compound

Align to Selection,

path, or symbol set is selected in a document. ;eﬁ 3 g‘:;r:;
Convert  Convert
selected selected  Show handles  Remove Cut path
anchor  anchor for muttiple selected  at selected Horizontal and vertical
points to  points to selected anchor anchor location of selected object,
comer\ smooth am‘:hor points  points points relative to the ruler origin

3 T

= 1 il
I Anchor Point |Cnmf=lt‘. N 7 Handles: -3 Anchors: BF Y (% | Hw ‘—-— x (21900333 | v (270339 | W (5

These options are available on the Control I. |

panel when an anchor point is selected .'-;;de ha;:lda}es C‘T,”"teeg
on an object. Clicking the X, Y, W, or H i Tu t;cpi e ;C ints
opens a temporary Transform panel. g SHGPO

anchor points
_ ﬂ. INustrator File Edit Object Type 5elect Filter Effect View Window Help o]
Mo Sefection v n' sroke: B4 L pt W Brest | Sty wl Opaciy: [100 wl R R
L1 Untitled-1 @ 359% 1RGE;’PIEV|%‘H
- dlick on this butten to expand =X
st e the menu command fe—— A
& Eill -% i EEEN
Stroke Al L
¥ I j Slicler L e 755 | —
ot = B [255]
Caolor bar L
n) fcomriwr L1
i L e —— v
. " Title bar e — s
.{.ﬁ'\r Idﬂgln}wdzm’adpmiﬁm | Swatcnes = | Brughes |Symboks | o= é L]
\iﬁ
@) rmve =
Divag this bri iicon
/- to bengthen the palette I [ A
*’; [ Delete swanch | | .| W[ B[P a1 @ ¢
5& | % Stroke * Gradient jsparsncy | : @
@' weghe: (BT 5t |9 =
T-'; — i
:."'L' | Appearance = | Graphic Styles | = [ —1
g- [ Mo setection -
ma = Stroke 1pt
= a e O
J. E[I 3 Default Transparency
;’ T | @ & [
- "
- —— b gq! Layers x| = R

MOOTOATONS EHH MOY B WM



Control Panel

Horizontal  Vertical

Align panel Align Right - lign Top

The buttons on the top two rows of the Align panel align ~  — [F&G] i LR vertica

and/or distribute two or more objects along their Align Center~—_| Align Objects: Sl
H ; Horizontal—| [B&a & o B0 @5 o [ Vertical Align

ceqters or along t.helr top, left, rlght, or bottom edges. i sl

Objects can be aligned to a selection, an artboard, or a Distribute Objects:

H H H Vertical— = = = B Wy 0] Horizontal
key object (one of the selec_teq objects). Bgttons in the Distibute Top ; Disbte Right
IOWGr part Of the panel redIStrIbUte (equallze) the Spac_ Vertical Distribute Center Horizontal Distribute Center
ing among three or more objects. This panel can also be Vertical Distribute Bottom  Horizontal Distribute Left
used to align anchor points. Align buttons also appear

. T Tl E Align to Selection,
on the Control panel when two or more objects are Vertica | Distribute Spacing: AllgnTo: | ion to Key Object
Distribute ELR Y i v ———{or Key Anchor), or
se IeCted- Space ll ﬂm Align to Artboard
| options
Horizontal Distribute  Distribute spacing value
Space
The currently targeted entity
|
Appearance panel . . . . Appearanu:/[ b=
The appearance attributes of an object consist of its fill and Visibillty =
H control for
stroke color, Stroke panel settings, effects, and Transparency anattibute— ERRE S
panel settings. The Appearance panel lists the specific Linktoa—{[® Lw il -]
appearance attributes and settings for whichever layer, strokepans || Tweak P
group, or object is currently targeted on the Layers panel. An effect—T| Opacity: Default
. (click to edit) g
You can use the panel to add extra fill or stroke attributes, cerioedt | v m [
edit or remove attributes, apply and edit effects, and edit — “fcx‘ i R I+
. . . . . . . . = g i
individual attributes within an applied graphic style. YA |
AddNew Add  Add New Duplicate Delete
Stroke NewFill  Effect Selected Selected
Item Item
Clear Appearance

Exclude Expand
Pathfinder panel Intersect compound shape

Depending on how they are applied, the Shape Mode commands ey j' =
a naer -—=

on the top row of the Pathfinder panel combine selected, overlap- Sy
ping objects into one or more standard paths or into a compound unite— o B @

. . . I B B __Expand
shape. The Expand button converts a compound shape into either ’“;;g;srfms
a path or a compound path. The Pathfinder buttons on the bottom k -ﬁ .
row of the panel produce flattened, cut-up shapes from multiple E T it

selected ObJeCtS' Divide Trim Merge Crop Outline Minus

Back

Icon for targeting an Current
Layers panel abject or group (to idir , Selection ‘.;c{yer

its appearance attributes, square  indicator
The indispensable Layers panel lets you add and delete layers == =
and sublayers in a document, and create layer groups. You can ki |[®] 7 [T it =
aI.so use this panel to select, target, restack, dgpllcate, delete, mi_f,ffffj < D S
hide, show, lock, unlock, merge, change the view for, or create a N = | - E I 5
clipping set for a layer, sublayer, group, or individual object. by 4 | [ o
When your artwork is finished, you can use a command on the “aor: |l | W o

. he entit ™1

panel menu to flatten the document into one layer or release all = | W o
the objects to separate layers for export as a Flash animation. e

o

. |
Locate—Make/Release”” New” New  Delete
Objscr* Clipping Mask Sublayer Layer Selection



Control Panel

& Character » | =
Fon
Chara.Cter panel . Fan?ﬂ;——mwiaa Pro -]
You will use the Character panel to apply type attributes: Font style —|Regular v]
font family, font style, font size, leading, kerning, trackinc ront e — RIS 12 ot TeJRRRS] 15 o [l tecing
horizontal scale, vertical scale, baseline shift, character Keming— VA2 Ao |v] B[]0 [vH—Tracking
rotation, special glyphs, a language to be used for v BPlelios  [v] B oox o] ol
hyphenation, and an anti-aliasing method. Baseline shift—A2 [opt  [v] @[E[0 [T} Character
Rotation
e o T T T AO: °
[English:usa | v| aa [sharp v | aliasing

method

All Caps, Small Caps,

Superscript, Subscript, X g iyphenation language for the current document
Underline, and Strikethrough

Paragraph panel Justify  Justify  Justify
. : with with with
Use the Paragraph pane.l to apply settings jchat affegt entire ioetite: Vol Tostiine
paragraphs, such as horizontal alignment, indentation, Aligned ~ Aligned ~ Aligned
spacing before or after, and automatic hyphenation. Via the Algrfight ien itentes it
panel menu, you can choose hanging punctuation and ¢ Paragragh B T =
. . . I / Justify All
composer options and open a d'lalog for choosing atgn err— NN | ..
justification or hyphenation options. Align Center— =
Leftindent—1E [+ 39t | 2 Fom |‘_fjgh‘

. . . . t
The Align Left, Align Center, and Align Right buttons are Firstdine Leftindent——5 []0pt__| e
also available on the Control panel when a type object is "

. g [To =[a]4 -
selected. To open a temporary Paragraph panel, click Space Before Paragroph —"E ({0t | Ef5{4pt | spuc
Paragraph on the Control panel. A omatic— (¥ Hypherate paragraph

yphenation
Color panel . o % Color | =
In Illustrator, colors are applied to an object’s fill Al (@
(interior) or stroke (edge). Use the Color panel to mix W”“’*H% >
. Stroke C e—
a global process color, enter a hexadecimal code, or square .
set a tint percentage for a spot color. Choose a color Outof Web Color— | © = e [ 355 |
alert and In Web A [l
model for the pe?nel, such as RGB or CMY!(, frpm the Colorsubstitute e N
panel menu. Quick-select a color by clicking in the Bk Camit
spectrum bar at the bottom of the panel, or click the Sertand u
. amut Color 4
black, white, or None button. (printable) e
pRstile Expandable color Hex value ¢

spectrum bar

Swatches panel

. Swatches [
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Brushes panel
There are five varieties of decorative
brushes that you can apply to paths:
Calligraphic, Scatter, Art, Bristle, and
Pattern. You can apply a brush either
by choosing the Paintbrush tool and
a brush and then drawing a shape, or

by applying a brush to an existing path.
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When you place an image from another application,
such as Photoshop, into an Illustrator document, you
can opt to have lllustrator embed a copy of the image
into the file (and thereby increase the file size but allow
the program to color-manage it) or merely link the
image to your document (and minimize the file size but
require the original file to be available for print output).
Using the Links panel, you can monitor the status of
linked images, convert a linked image to an embedded

one, open a linked i
mage in its original
application for
editing, update an
edited image, and
restore the link to
an image that is
missing or
modified.
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