
Copyright vs Fair Use

Copyright: A form of protection provided by the laws of the United States for "original 
works of authorship", including literary, dramatic, musical, architectural, cartographic, 
choreographic, pantomimic, pictorial, graphic, sculptural, and audiovisual creations. 
"Copyright" literally means the right to copy but has come to mean that body of exclusive 
rights granted by law to copyright owners for protection of their work. Copyright protec-
tion does not extend to any idea, procedure, process, system, title, principle, or discovery. 
Similarly, names, titles, short phrases, slogans, familiar symbols, mere variations of typo-
graphic ornamentation, lettering, coloring, and listings of contents or ingredients are not 
subject to copyright.

Fair use: The doctrine that brief excerpts of copyright material may, under certain circum-
stances, be quoted verbatim for purposes such as criticism, news reporting, teaching, and 
research, without the need for permission from or payment to the copyright holder.
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